DECEMBER 14, 2025 Third Sunday of Advent

Jesus said to them in reply, “Go and tell John
what you hear and see.” - Mt 11:4
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Third Sunday of Advent

Our Parish Family Mass Schedules

Sunday (12/14)
9:00 am: Alice Cumming+
11:00 am: OLL Community

Wednesday (12/17)
6:00 pm: Carole Carlson
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Sunday (12/14)

9:00 am: Parish Family 45
11:30 am: All Souls in
Purgatory

5:00 pm: Helen Temple+

Monday (12/15)

8:30 am: Josephine Wosepka+
Tuesday (12/16)

8:30 am: Mary Jo Goddard+
Wednesday (12/17)

8:30 am: Dr. Ed Lipp+
Thursday (12/18)

8:30 am: Joseph Aflaque+




From the Desk of Fr. Kyle
Biblical Imagery: The Threshing Floor

The scriptures are full of powerful images designed to help the
reader connect lofty spiritual teachings to everyday
experiences such as fishing and farming. As powerful as these
images are, they are sometimes lost to us in the non-agrarian
world of the 21% century. Still, | think with a bit of explanation,
these images can be just as powerful today as they were two
millennia ago.

One of these images is the g¢threshing floord. Any society that
grows wheat has to find a way of separating the nutritious
grain from the useless chaff, or husk, that surrounds the grain.
Both parts were similar in color, so just picking out the grains
would be difficult and inefficient. In 1% century Palestine, the
primary method of separating these two was to pile the wheat
in a circle and use a plow animal to trample (or ¢threshd) the
plant to crack open the grains of wheat (see image 1). Farmers
would then pitch the wheat in the air to separate it, hence the
name gpitchforkd. The grains were dense and would fall back
to the ground, while the hollow chaff would blow away in the
wind. The farmer would then gather all the grains off the
threshing floor to be sold at market.

Of course, wind wasntt always reliable, so a handheld fan
called a winnowing fan was sometimes waved to blow away
the last small pieces of chaff (see image 2). This way, all the
useless parts were removed s usually gathered to be burned s
and you would be left with pure grains. It was a thorough
separation of the good and the bad parts of the wheat
harvest.

During Adent, the image of the threshing floor appears in the
gospel of Matthew chapter 3. John the Baptist says,

“Il am baptizing you with water, for repentance,
but the one who is coming after me is mightier
than I... He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand. He will
clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into
his barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire."

Imagine wheat being pitched in the air, and some of the parts
that initially appeared good blew away while the substantial
grain landed on the ground. This is like Godis judgement. ¢God
does not judge by appearance, but looks at the depths of the
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heart (1 Sam 16:7). Just before John the Baptist says the
above lines, a few pharisees came to be baptized and
John accuses them of being a gbrood of viperss; they
appeared to be substantial, holy men of God, but in
reality they were hollow on the inside. They called
themselves faithful, but did not act accordingly. So, just
like the chaff blows away in the wind because it is hollow
and has no substance, so they will be judged
accordingly. Thus the heart of Johnis message: repent!

This Advent, may you live a substantial life of Christ, and
so become good grain that God will use to nourish our
world that hungers for the Lord!

In the heart of Christ,
Fr Kyle Rink
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Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School

ANTICIPATING AND CELEBRATING

As we journey through this beautiful season, our students are
joyfully celebrating Advent and preparing their hearts for
Christ's coming. In the days ahead, we will honor two cherished
feasts of our faith, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe.

Our campus is filled with excitement as we gather for
Christmas programs, celebrate student achievements, and
enjoy many special moments together before we break for
Christmas. May this season continue to bless our school
community with hope, joy, and peace.

4701 NW Franklin Street Phone: (360) 696-2301 Website: www.lourdesvan.org
Vancouver, WA 98663 Email: admissions@lourdesvan.org Enrolling Preschool-8th Grade

Principal: Mary Ticknor, (360) 696-2301 - EXT. 200, mticknor@lourdesvan.org

St. Joseph Catholic School

At St. Joseph Catholic school, we are blessed to provide each student with a robust Christ-centered education.

6500 Highland Drive, Phone: (360) 696-2586 Website: www.stjoevanschool.org
Vancouver, WA 98661 Email: schoolinfo@stjoevanschool.org Enrolling Preschool-8th Grade

Principal: Mary Yamoah, 360-696-2586, maryy@stjoevanschool.org
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PARISH FAMILY 45 NEWS

Lector Trainings

Lay readers (lectors) are entrusted with
proclaiming the readings from Sacred Scripture at
Mass and sometimes announcing the intentions
for the Universal Prayers when a deacon is not
present. There are upcoming Lector Trainings
across our parish family. See the schedule below.

e December 18, 6:00 pm, The Proto-Cathedral

e Atraining was completed on December 6 at St.
Joseph.

e Atraining was completed on December 11 at Our
Lady of Lourdes

Any current readers in need of a refresher are
welcome to attend, as well as anyone who would
like to join this important ministry. Please attend
the training at the location where you would like
to Lector.

For more information, please contact James Bartel
the Pastoral Assistant for Liturgy and Music for
Parish Family 45 at music@protocathedral.org or
(360) 693-3052, Ext. 26.

Knights of Columbus Breakfasts

There are two remaining Knights of Columbus
Breakfasts in December! See the schedule here!

e Our Lady of Lourdes: Breakfast on Sunday,
December 14 after Masses in the school gym!

e St.Joseph: Breakfast on Sunday, December 21
after 9:00 am and 11:30 am Masses!

St. Joseph Catholic School

St. Joseph Catholic School is currently hiring an
Extended Care Coordinator & Instructional
Assistant. For more information about either of
these positions, or to apply, please visit
parishfamily45.org/jobs.

Catholic Community Services
Appeal for the Poor

This weekend our parish family will took
up a special collection for the CCS Appeal
for the Poor. Every year CCS serves, on
average, 100,000 poor and vulnerable
people in Western Washington through
more than 170 programs. This collection is
used to support programs and services in
our local area, and 92@ of every dollar
goes directly to serving those in need. To
learn more about Catholic Community
Services please visit ccsww.org. Thank you
for your generosity!



New Parish Family Website

A quick reminder that our parish family has a
new parish family website. Find our parish family
website at parishfamily45.org! Starting on
January 1%, our three locations will stop using our
individual websites and will use the parish family
website exclusively. This website is one place to
find Mass times, ministry updates, events, and
sacramental information. Our goal is to provide a
simpler, more user-friendly way for parishioners
to stay connected with what is going on across
our parish family!

Q

Adults aged 18 - 39 are invited to a retreat on
December 20th titled, "Patiently Waiting in Hope".
This retreat will be from 11:00 am - 5:00 pm at the
Our Lady of Lourdes Pastoral Center. Enjoy talks
by Fr Kyle and a guest speaker, as well as lunch,
prayer time, and small group sharing. There is a
suggested donation of $10. Please join us! Visit
parishfamily45.org/events/young-adult-retreat to
RSVP.

Parish Staff Change

We would like to share with you that Pat Smith
will be leaving her position at The Proto-
Cathedral to begin a new role with Catholic
Cemeteries in Portland. While we will deeply miss
her presence, we are excited that she has found
an opportunity that is a wonderful next step for
her. We are grateful for her dedication to the
parish family and the many ways she has
supported parish life. Please join us in thanking
Pat for her years of faithful service and in keeping
her in your prayers as she begins this new
chapter.

?

If you are a baptized Catholic over the age of 18
seeking to complete your Sacraments of
Initiation (Confirmation and/or First
Communion), you are invited to our next Adult
Confirmation Preparation classes.

Introduction and Orientation session is on
January 4, 2026, from 10:15amto 11:15am in
Marian Hall (St. Kateri Room) at St. Joseph.
Schedule of sessions and requirements will be
handed out at this first session. The
Confirmation Mass will be early May 2026.

No pre-registration required, but you must
attend the first session on January 4, 2026. For
further details, contact Debbie Adams
(adultfaithform@parishfamily45.org; 360-823-
2831)

Confirmation classes in Spanish will begin on
Monday, January 5th, from 6:30 to 8:00 PM and
will be held every Monday. Please register at
the St. Joseph parish office or at the welcome
desk after any of the Masses at St. Joseph.
Confirmation will be on May 2nd, 2026, at our
5:00 PM Mass.
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CALENDARIO DE ADVIENTO
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4723 NW Franklin St Vancouver, WA 98663 Domingo: 12:30 pm (Vietnamese)
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How to Review/Update Your
Recurring Gift to the Parish
(Pushpay)

1.Please log into your Pushpay account at
pushpay.com

2.Under “Scheduled Gifts” review each gift to
ensure the giving schedule does not overlap,
creating a duplicate gift.

3.1f necessary, add an end date to an existing
gift.

4.Select the recurring gift you want to edit.

5.Click “Edit” and adjust the End Date to your
desired date

6.Save your changes.

For questions and concerns please contact your
parish office.

OTROS ACONTECIMIENTOS

Turnos de Deshordamiento de la
Hospitalidad Invernal (WHO)

Gracias a todos los voluntarios de WHO durante la semana.
La Familia Parroquial 45 se comprometié a cubrir todos los
turnos. jHicieron un excelente trabajo! Durante el mes de
diciembre, ninguna comunidad religiosa tiene la
responsabilidad de cubrir todos los turnos, y la necesidad
de estar presentes para nuestros vecinos que viven en
WHO sigue siendo grande. Si les interesa volver a servir o
no pudieron hacerlo la Gltima vez, por favor, visiten
parishfamily45.org/who para inscribirse. Tendremos otra
semana en marzo en la que nos encargaremos de cubrir los
turnos nuevamente, asi que esta es una ayuda adicional,
pero muy necesaria. Gracias.

Donacion urgente para la Mision
de Greg

Con la llegada del invierno, necesitamos urgentemente
cobijas, sacos de dormir, pantalones deportivos,
sudaderas y calentadores de manos. Pueden dejar sus
articulos en la oficina de Our Lady of Lourdes durante el
horario de atencion. jGracias por su apoyo!

Actualizacion de las donaciones a
San Vicente de Paiil

A partir del 1 de enero de 2026, todas las donaciones
monetarias a la Sociedad de San Vicente de Paul
deberdn hacerse directamente a través del portal de
donaciones en linea de la sociedad o enviando su
cheque a la sociedad. Este cambio permite a los
donantes donar directamente a San Vicente de Paul y
la sociedad puede acceder mas rapidamente a los
fondos para brindar asistencia a las personas
necesitadas con mayor rapidez. Si tiene alguna
pregunta, comuniquese con la oficina parroquial.
iVisite svdpvancouverusa.org para hacer una donacion
ahora!

Recoleccion de juguetes navideiios de San Vicente de Paiil

SVDP organiza una colecta navidefia de juguetes el 17 de diciembre, de 10:00 am - 4:00 pm en St. Joseph.
Durante ese tiempo, se pueden dejar juguetes nuevos sin envolver o certificados de regalo en Marian Hall.
iLos arboles de la generosidad en nuestras tres ubicaciones apoyan esta colecta!






