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DISCIPLE

Second Sunday of Advent
Is 11:1-10 | Rom 15:4-9 | Mt 3:1-12

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE
Today’s Gospel is a challenging one, inviting us to con-
sider how much spiritual fruit we are bearing in our lives.
St. John the Baptist tells us, “Produce good fruit as evi-
dence of your repentance,” reminding us that the depth
of our conversion will be measured by our fruit. Speak-
ing to the Pharisees and Sadducees, John says it is not
enough to say that ““We have Abraham as our father.’””

If he were speaking today, John might put it this way:

it’s not enough to say “I’m Catholic!” or “l belong to X
Parish.” Our lives must show outward evidence of the in-
ward conversion we have undergone. The good news for
us today is that we can pause and take stock of how well
we are bearing spiritual fruit. Pay attention to what areas
might need pruning or fertilizing to ensure that when we
come to the Lord’s threshing floor at the end of our lives,
there is a bountiful harvest he can gather into his barn.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Ouir first reading gives us a glimpse of God’s kingdom:
The Son of David will rule with wisdom, understanding,
counsel, and knowledge, judging “the poor with justice”
and striking “the ruthless with the rod of his mouth.”

In his kingdom “the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb”
and yet “there shall be no harm or ruin.” What a poetic
way of describing the harmony and wholeness that God
longs for in society! As disciples, this is our mission.
We’re called to work so that God’s kingdom vision can
become reality. As we work for peace and justice, we’re
doing our part in the Church’s work of evangelization. As
the U.S. bishops reminded us in their letter Communities
of Salt and Light, “social justice is an integral part of
evangelization, a constitutive dimension of preaching the

[JESUS] WILL
B A PT | Z E Y O U \/\/ | T |—| Gospel, and an essential part of the Church’s mission.”

THE HOLY SPIRIT REFLECT

In the Gospel, John the Baptist says of Jesus, “He will
A N D I: | R E baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” Our

i ability to bear spiritual fruit comes from the power of the
Holy Spirit within us. Take a moment to reflect on where
(MT 3:11) you see the gifts (see the first reading from Isaiah!) and
fruits of the Holy Spirit in your life. How might the Spirit
of God be working to increase your spiritual fruitfulness
this Advent?
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